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_ TRIMTITY CHULCH
Bust lain Street, Fishkill, Dutéhess Co., N.Y.

Date and Early Hisbory

A meworigl twblset, the zift of James Z. Deun, fgy., of
Fishkill, was placed over %he doof of tnis chkurch in 1894, present-
irg bhe follawing chironology of the parish; "Tririty Church
organized, in comsunion with the Church of knzland, by the Rev.
Samuesl Seabury, 1?56. The Pirst rector, Rev. John Beardsley, Oct.
26, 1788. Eeincorporuted, 5ct. 13, 1785, und Oct. 16, 1798. Thie
ouilding oms azrected wonub 1763, Ocecupied by the Hew York Provincial -
Convanbion which re-moved from White pluins, Sept. 3, 1776. Tisad for
& military hnespltul by the ariuy of Zen. JTashington untl) disbunded

gune 2, 1783.  FPro Dec et Patris 1755-1894",

On the duy the tublet wae unveiled, Nov. 29, 1894, un address

wus deliversd by the ksctor, the lev. Horatio O. Ladd, L.a., which

5173 ot

¥

he

-y
-]

wes printed d

g year with the title The Founding of the

Episcopal Church in Dutchesg County, Yew York. lie explains the cir-

cunstances thut mode this the firet anglican Catholiec Church estabe-
Tisted in “hat county. He describes the village ws it appsared in
1788 when the first Znglish missionary, & circuit-rider, cams to
Fishkxill. e entions the principsl tousesteads and other landmerks,
includiag "the old stone Dutch Hetorased Chureh, which had beer builg
4 ysars before, in 1751."  Fishkill was then a little bamelt "of 13

or 14 dwallirgs only, basides & church, & tavern and = school house."

Hae reveals the clergyuun on “orseback s the Rev. Samuel Seabury,

ciedie ==& naae aguin  ude fasmous in our day in the political arena in

Yew York. The visitirg mlesionary ocwmse on invitation of the church

sardens (appointsd by the Governor under the Vestry act of 1683},
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and by the desire of other resideats of the town, to organize the
parish. = The Rev. Hr. Ladd pressnts a 20od hiogruphy o>f the Rev.

Hr. Seabury, und guotes from & scarce paaphlet published by him in

1759 contalniry considerable infonmstion ahout the people and affiorg

of ths town thus early in the church's history. The Hev. Mr. Sesbury
returnad tc nis parish in Hempstead ufier a weak's stuy in Pishkill,

and came agein in 1757, 17868 and 17461. This ¥r. Seabury was the

father of the Hight Rev. fepauel Sesabury, D.D., of Connectiout, the

first Fishop of the Protestant Episcopal Uhurch in the United States,

Building ths Church

"This anecient aaifioe," wir. Ladd says, "stends to-diy {1894] sub-
stantially as it originally was built, with orly i1ts towering four-
decked spire and weather-cock removed frow its exterior....

":'ith the sbuseription for ivs ersction, which was sterted as
sarly as 17558, we date the orgenizati-m of the Church as a spiritual
body; for the experimental visit of Lir. Besbury had developed ths
purpoes %0 build & church and asteblish worship."

In wis visdit in 17ER ¥r. Ssabury wrote thot he found here that

Tehs conditlons of the Government," ther en

Uﬂ
G i
@
o,
-
5
ot
o
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Wwur with France,
had prevented them from fulfilling thelr pledges to build a church.

o cony of £ dead given by lialthew Brett to Jumss Duncan snd
Bichrxrd Southsrd, trustees, for the lot on which Trinity Church stands,

0, 1787.

(]

containing « helf acre and 31 peorches of land, 1s duued Sepb.
Thie deed was not recordqd until aug. 10, 177E6. +t Briies, however,
the lzet probuble clue known as to the ampproximste tize when this
building was srectsd.  "Without doubt,” says Ledd, "so.e time slapsed,

after the sescuring of the land, for settlirg the conpetition of the

Foughkeepsis churchmen as to the right of collecting the subsceriptions
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mude and locwting the firet church building. It wus thersfore probably

3.

.ﬂOt built before 1769, nine yesrs after ths date (1?Gﬁ}hitherto claimed
for it." “ |

In 1776, although the #Hev. John Beardsley wus poninslly serving
as ractor, the church building had fallen irto & condition that rene
dered it unfit Ior use. The tablet over the door of fthe church,
quoted at the besginning of iiiis review, says that the building was
"oscupied by the Provincisl Convention."  Thut is not completely true.
n June 30, 1776, the Provincial Congress usiet for the last timg in Maw
York City, and adjourned to moct.in Wnite Flains, July 24. After the
Declaration of Independencs, it changed its name to the Convention of
Representatives of the State of New York. Gn August 1, a cqmmittée Was
appointe& to draw up and report a Constitution. The success of the
British in the Béttlg of Long Lsland, however, made it expedient for
the G@nventionutoxretire farther northward, snd it was resolved to. meet
on Septenber 3 in T;inity Churech, Fishkill.

The entry liwde in the officlual records of that early legislative
body before the congtitution of ths Stute was adopted iz that the Conw

"in the mpiscopal church st Fishwill™ on Gept. 5, 1775;

vention set
but the first item in the iinutes under th.t dute is: "This church
being vary foul with the dung of doves and fowls, without any benchee,
coats or othesr conveniencsas Qhutever, whieh renders 1t unfit for the
uss of this Convention. Trerefore they unanimously agre=d to sdjourn
to the Dutch church in this village, und adjourred to the same sccord-

ingly. The Corvantim met at the Dutch church at Rish #1117 pursuant
w

to the ubove adjournmuent." (Journals of the Provinecial Congress,

Provincial Convention, Committee of Safety and Council of Safety of

of the State of New York, printed at Albany, 1842, Vol. I, p. 809.)
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they sttompted to explain how the ¢!

- F s H
e
feither Mr. Ladd nor other writers on Fishkill's local history

]

have herstofore guoted in full this extract frow the MNinutes of the
Conventicn wher they have mesrntioned the Pishxill session; nor have

¥

wreh edifice could have fallen

into that deplorable condition eo surly in the sar while the rector

was still there. It is very possible the bullding was not entirely

]
o
5

nished in 1776, and that the corgregetiom hed used luproviced
benches or none.
The cession of the Jovvantion io Tiawvil? fg peferred to in the

he drawings of the Duteh

v
‘_L

iistory a rgoription whiekh sccompan
Tiistory and descriptic kiel comp

Church, whlch is also ilncluded 1n the prezent Survey.
Tre Rev. nr. Ludd gives an intercstirg biograrhicul account of
the first rector, Beardsley, who was also rector of Uhrist Church,

Poughkeepsie. Both churches were built under his minlstry. He

denicts the trying position of sinisters of the Churech of Lngland

lLadd ulso very well describes fthe prollitlceul importance of
Fish¥ill during those aritical yéars. Tis building was used as a
Lhospital, wlthough rejected hy the “tute's fivet lepislutive body.
APbsr the TTar, in 1782, reurly 350 pounds were allowed By the zovern-
ment appralsers for sveh occupancy during the feven yesrs of the Yur.

This payment was wed by the Vestry in sacing repairs and iU cowpleting

(6]

the structure;

The +all steaple, which was in three sectiorns and only three fech
lower than thet of the neightoring cld Dutel church, was rewoved in
1803.

The tower rancined but wes reshaped in 1H60. (tee Ladd's *istory,
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el . Later alterations on the interior of the church are thus described .
. o by kr. ladd in the saws address: "The removel of the old fashioned,

high-backed, square built pews which, with the rest »f the intsrior:wefar
painted white, and =lso the hour-zlass pulpit and sounding-board, of
whiceh the crowning piece 1g bufore you, the culting down of the bases
of the pillury, the reseating of the churech in its usresent fora out of
the material of the orizinal pews, the rebuilding of the chuncel and
vestry room, the replacing of this, the s¢cond wltar, by the pregen
one, were done bebween 1880 and 1870,...%to whieh shoulﬂ te added the
araction of the uwemorial window in the chancel..., und the memori#l
gifts in ths chancel and upon the altar.”
In & seruon deliversd on the occmsion of the 160th anniversary
of the church on Sept. 14, 1906, the raector sppenled for "the meaﬁs to
rebuild the tower, izctall a sst of tubular chimes, wnd srect & tablet
. in the vestibule commamorating the history of the edifice.” (l2th.

ann. Report, Aa. Scenic & Hist. Preservation Soc., 1907, p. 50.)

This plain 1ittle wooden chureh with 1ts siding reinted red, its
trim white, and surrcunded by its old graveyurd, is seen today near
the center of the villuge of Fishrxill, or the south side of fhe Fain
Street, whout a blosk eust of the Albany Fost Road.

Twe gxberior bhas ot been zltered =ince it ums bullt except for

| =2

tre removil of the lurge squarce tower, and the addition of a rnew

chiasmey uand a s.811 Vepiry Hoowm at the roar. An old -rint apoearin
: . F

iro the Piekikill Heekly Tisss, Feb. 17, 1BLE, shous the vesbibule walls

az carried up to forms v trunceiesd tover with a balustrads sround its
Mat roof.

s unique feature of the exterior is ihe wuod~covered cornice which

flarce out from the top of the walls. another unusual festure of the
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plan is the outside entrunce to ithe suditorium, locsted in the widdle

!

of the Rast well.

The interior =as been corsiderwbly chinoad, The nownlad arches
. o -

&% bhe chancel end wre &ll luter additions, as are vlso

n

ard recesgs

the tull round oscluuns in Lo wisgles, (Frow cbserveziurs 0

-

BTN

)

Dewey Foster, Director dustern Few York #tite Division, Hen.B.5.)

Fritten, fay £3, 1934, by
T ovmid A H o Te s

Thanas . Hobehkies
118 Pire Street, UJsskskill, 1.7,
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